SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED ; 


1 L ocean RY, 


1 COSPE 6 ITS OWN E TIDES, | 
By ANDREW FULLER, | 


2 


8 wget ſex Gruss IN D 


* + nner CONSIDERED; 


And ſomes Renfarks We 6; on the Tendency of thoſe Principles which are 
„ of that Author; 


* 


» * | 


IN A. 
LETTER TO 4 FRIEND. 


PN UE * 
Br THE Rev. JoHN BRADFORD, A.B. 


LATE OF WADHAM COLLEGE, oxronD, AND MINISTER oF Tits 
GOSPEL, CITY CHAPEL, GRUB STREET, LONDON. = 


** 


— —— 


© What Man knoweth the Things of a Man ſave the Spirit of Man which is in 
him? even ſo the Things of God knoweth no Man but the Spirit of Cod.— The 
natural Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſhneſs 
unto him, neither yo he know them becauſe they are denn H, 1 | 
carNnean,®. _ 


Eg 2 . a Be = Wh 1 


G - P 


K AM — 
x 


PRINTED FOR W. TREPPASE, BOOKSELLER, No. 37 
ST. MARTIN's-LE-GRAND. 


1800. 
18 ä rr 


+ ADLARD, PRINTER, DUXE STREET, SMITHFIELD» 


Tur following remarks on ſome expreſſions I 
uſed by Mr. Fuller in a book entitled; © The G 2 2 — 
gel Its Oven Evidence were written intentionally — 
for a Lady, and are now publiſhed by requeſt. we 


As Thave conſented to publiſh theſe remarks, 
I ſhall, at the ſame time; give the reader ſome 
little information of the manner in which I be- 
came acquainted- with Mr. Fuller's principles ; 
and how my mind has been affected by them. 


- T had not been called by grace much above 
two years, when I came to reſide at Birming- | 
ham ; and was, at my firſt coming there, invited 
to dine with Mr. Harwood, who ſeemed to receive 
eg with great kindneſs and liberality, and at 
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the ſame time lent . book, written by Mr. 
Fuller The Goſpel of Chrit:Hſorthy of All Accepta- 
„ tion.” He made me > bromiſe to read this book 
throughout, and at that time I can * ſay, I 
was wholly unacquainted with any of thoſe dif- 
putes in which I have fince been engaged. At 

the time when I was firſt called, I knew no- 
_ thing of any particular doctrines, nor religious 
controverſies. All I knew, and all I could ſay, 
was chiefly, if not wholly, confined to my own 
experience. Having made a promiſe to read 
this book, which had been ſo ſtrongly recom- 

mended by ſuch a man as Mr. Harwood, I ex- | 
pedcted to find ſomething about JI Es us CHRIST — 
ſomething that would engage my heart, and ſtir 

up my affections towards that dear name, vrhich, 

I can truly ſay, was ſo precious to my ſoul ; but 

alas! not one word, either of light, or life, or | 

love; but when he came to argue upon that 

point That Faith was not believing my own Intereft 

in Chriſt,” I never can forget, though it is impoſ- 

« ſible to deſcribe, what I felt at that time; my 

heart ſunk within me : ; it ſeemed to overturn all 

that the Lord had taught me, and to contradict 

what I had * preaching about the Srixtr's 

work, 
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work. I laid the book by, determined never to 
touch it more; but as I was frequently reminded 
of my promiſe toread the book through, I would 
ſometimes take it up, then throw it down, and 
fall upon my knees, crying out, Loxp! Loxp l let 
me not be deceived! Oh let me not be deceived ! 
nor be the means of deceiving others.” At laſt ] 
returned the book to its lawful owner, and with 
ſuch expreſſions of decided diſapprobation, that 
I ever found him and his friend Moſeley from that 

time, to be two of my moſt bitter enemies, 


When I found myſelf branded with the name 
of an Awinomian, I then began to read different 
authors, and as my foul became more and more 
eſtabliſhed in grace, I began to ſee a little 
through the fleight of men, and cunning craf- 
tineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, . I 
have not only, read Mr. Fuller, but other mo- 
dern authors on the ſame ſubjett. I have now 
by me a variety of remarks on the nature and 
tendency of their principles, which I would col- 
lect and publiſh, could I be indemnified as to 
the expence ; but can by no means run any 
ix, for I would not lay any additional burthen 


on 
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on thoſe kind friends among whom I labour, 
and who have contributed ſo liberally, and ſo 
chearfully, to the maintenance of myſelf, a wife, 
and nine children, | 


a * am e that many Miniſters, as well 
as private Chriſtians, ſeem to embrace Mr. Ful- 
ler's principles without underſtanding either their 
nature or their tendency. If the remarks made 
in the following Letter ſhould be the means of 
undeceiving ſuch, the end is anfwered, As to 
ſcurrility and abuſe, it is what I am fo accuſtom- 
ed to receive, that I am prepared to meet it; 
and am free to own that I hate their princi- 
ples as much as they can hate mine; though 
one of them, Mr. Spencer, late a Baptiſt Miniſ- 
ter, at Aulceſter, has given it in his own hand- 
writing, that no devil in hell holds worſe fenti- 
ments than Mr. Bradford does; but whatever 
be my ſentiments, I ſee no reaſon to retract them, 
and am ſo far from wiſhing to diſguiſe them, 
that I endeavour to expreſs them in the ful- 
leſt and plaineſt manner, and that too, without 
equivocation or mental reſervation. And I do 
now conſider Mr. Spencer abundantly more ho- 


neſt 


PREFACE, 
neſt, in avowing his Socinian principles, than 
when he pretended to be a Calviniſt. I am 
well convinced that every principle which has 
a tendency to ſet aſide the perſonality, work, 
and office of the Sy1n1T, will lead to Socinianiſm, 
and at laſt end in Deiſm. However Tom Payne 
and Mr. Fuller may, at preſent, look different 
ways, nevertheleſs they are as cloſely tied toge- 
ther, by the cords and bands of carnal reaſon- 


ing, as ever were Sampſon's foxes, when tied 
tail to tail. 
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THE GOSPEL ITS OWN EVIDENCE. 


IN A LETTER TO A LADY. 


o — 


Mapax, 

1 HAVE returned you Mr. Fuller's book; The 
Goſpel Its Own Evidence, with the following re- 
marks, which you are welcome to make uſe of - 
as you pleaſe. As you ſay the gentleman who 
put it into your hands dared you to read it, you 
are therefore welcome, when you return the 
book, to accompany it with theſe remarks. 
Though they may be conſidered as too ſevere, 
and written in a bad ſpirit, by my own Maſter 
I muſt ſtand or fall. I have long been convinc- 
ed of the evil nature and pernicious tendency 
of thoſe principles which Mr. Fuller and others 
B | have, 


* 
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( 10 ) : 
have, for ſome time, been endeavouring to eſta- 
bliſh. J am ſure they will eat as doth a canker, 
and entirely corrode the vitals of true godlineſs. 
I have often been charged by others with being 
too ſevere and uncharitable in reflecting upon 
the principles of ſuch dear good men, but I am 
convinced that thoſe who pretend to ſo much 
external holineſs and ſanctity, are the greateſt 
enemies to the vital power of religion, and the 
internal work of God's Sy1R1T upon the heart; 
and whilſt they cry out againſt outward acts of 
ſin, they are eſtabliſhing the throne of iniqui- 
ty by a law; and whilſt they are preaching up 
reformation are trying to ſet aſide the work of 
God in regeneration. Of ſuch I can ſay, O 
my foul come not thou into their ſecret,” but 
may the Lord ever make me faithful to oppoſe, 
and according to the light and knowledge which 


he has given me, enable me to expoſe, the cun- 


ning craftineſs of ſuch as lie in wait to deceive ; 


for they do lie in wait ; they ſet a trap ; they catch 
men ; they do catch the poor, when they get 


him into their net z—and, to this end, they 


religious 


crouch, they humble themſelves, aud, by their 


& 


l 

religious grimace, their affected bumility, can- 
dour and charity, and by feigned words, by foft, 
ſmooth and fair ſpeeches, they deceive the hearts 
of ſuch ſimple babes who are unſkilful in the 
word of righteouſneſs; and, as children not well 
eſtabliſhed ; are liable to be deceived by their 
guile, duplicity, and diſſimulation. 


As it reſpects the title of this book, The Gof- 
fel Its Own Evidence,” without ſeeing the au- 
thor's name I might have paſſed it over; ſuppo- 
ſing nothing more was meant than the beauty, 
harmony, conſiſtency, and excellency of the 
truths therein revealed ; but, knowing ſomething 
of the craft ſo often practiſed with ſucceſs by ſo- 
phiſtical jugglers, I could not help ſuſpecting 
treachery. There is that concealed under this 
title, which would ſubvert thoſe very Scriptures 
whoſe authenticity this book profeſſes to main- 
tain, and in the end would eventually overturn— 
If that was frofſible. Bleſſed be God, the foundation 
of God ſtandeth ſure, having this ſeal © The Lord 
knoweth them that are his.” It is the Lord's contro- 


verſy, and there is no concord betwixt Chriſt 
B 2 and 


£ 


fool muſt he be who thinks that he can under- 


„„ 
and Belial. The very teſtimony of grace received, 
muſt provoke the formal, hypocritical profeſſor. 
There can be no more agreement, or union of 
ſpirit, between an experimental Chriſtian and 
a mere profeſſor, than between acids and alka- 
lis; the words of a man, taught of God, and 
made wiſe unto ſalvation, will operate upon the 
heart of a fool, like vinegar upon nitre. Every 
man by nature is a fool, as to all divine and ſpi- 
ritual knowledge; however wiſe he may think 
himſelf, or however he may be eſteemed by 
others for his acute reaſoning, ſound judgment, 
or fine language. What a fool muſt that man be 
who thinks that he can keep the law! What a 
ſtand the Scriptures in their true meaning, or 
receive them in their power, grace and influ- 
ence, who never was poſſeſſed of that Spirit 
which indited them, and without whoſe teach- 
ing they cannot be underſtood! Whoever open- 
ly denies, or goes about, in any way or manner, 
to ſet aſide the Spirit's work, muſt be endeavour- 


ing to ſap and undermine the very foundation of 


all true godlineſs, and to invalidate the authen- 


ticity of the Bible; and that too more effectually 
2 than 


g 
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than the open attacks of ſuch profeſſed infidels 
as Tom Payne. Falſe friends are allowed to be 
more dangerous than open enemies. No man 
can receive theſe ſayings (ſays our Lord) fave 
thoſe to whom it is given: but there is a way 
(ſays Mr. Fuller, page 262) © In which God may 
be ſaid to give even to them who do not receive.” 
How a thing may be given to me, though I do 
not receive it, is what I cannot comprehend. It 
is one thing to promiſe me a favour, or to intend 
me a favour, it is another thing actually to re- 
ceive that favour ; neither can I call it mine till 
I have received it, either in the whole or part. 
But, ſays Mr. Fuller, It is in ns way, —I 
would aſk in what way? Perhaps he may ſay, 
that the Bible is given to them who do not re- 
ceive it. I anſwer, it is one thing to have the 
written word in your HANDS, jit is another thing 
to have the word of God in your HEARTS; and, 
as St. James ſays, to receive with meekneſs tlie en- 


grafted word, which is able to ſave our ſouls, I mak- 


ing us wile unto ſalvation. 
J 


A perſon unacquained with the craftineſs of 
men might paſs over ſuch an expreſſion as this, 
That, 
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- That, © God gives to them who do not recet ; ' with- 


out once ſuſpecting the deſign of thereby evad- 
ing the force of an objection which may be 
made to that popular doctrine, The duty of all 
men to believe. If it is the duty of all men to be- 
lieve. Why docs not God give all nen the pow- 
er to believe? All for whom the Scriptures were 
originally intended muſt receive them ; but even 
theſe cannot receive them till it is given them; 
and, after it is given them they ſee no further 
than the Lord is pleaſed to ſhew them. As 


many as were ordained unto eternal life believe, 


and none elſe. What the Spirit ſaith, it ſaith 
to the churches. And no man can have any 
clear, full, and decided proof, evidence, and con- 
viction of the truth and authenticity of the Scrip- 
tures; but as the truths therein revealed are 
opened and powerfully applied by the influence 
and operation of the Holy Spirit. I would re- 
peat it, from the conviction which I feel, that, 
whoever goes about to ſet aſide the Spirit's 
work, does thereby endeavour, as far as in him 
lies, to invalidate the truth and authenticity of 
the Scriptures ; which can no otherwiſe be 
known, received, or underſtood, but as they are 

5 ſpiritually 


t 38 1 
ſpiritually diſcerned and applied to the ſoul by 


divine energy, from the Spirit's might. If this 

title“ The Goſpel Its Own Evidence,” be but com- 

pared with the author's principles, and other ex- 

preſſions, even in this book, its intention will 
clearly be proved. 


Page 198, Mr. Fuller ſays, ſpeaking of the 
Bible, © Read it but ſeriouſly and your hearts will 
te anſwer its deſcriptions ; it ill touch the ſecret 
* ſprings of ſenſibility. —To whatever particular 

* vices you have been addicted, here you ⁊ diſ- 
E cover your likeneſs, in a way that 9] bring 
« ,onviftion to your boſom.” 


Well (Madam) what think you of this. This 
is not ſo well wrapped up, nor ſo artfully diſ- 
guiſed, as to leave us at a loſs to know his mean- 
ing; and if theſe words are compared with the 
title of the book, the one will help to explain 
the other. Read it but ſerianſy (Is that enough?) 
it will touch the ſecret ſprings of ſenſibility. 
Not the leaſt intimation of man's blindneſs and 


_ Ignorance by nature; not a word of the Spirit's 
work: it ſeems as if reading the Bible /eriou/ly 
was all that was neceſſary. I remember a puſt- 


ing 


( 


ing advertiſement, from a mountebank divine; 
who offered to give an expoſition of the Bible, 
which ſhould explain all difficulties ; but that 
which crowned the whole was this, he under- 
took to ſay, that it ſhould carry conviction to the 
heart. If either he, or Mr. Fuller had been ever 
convinced of their own blindneſs, or had ever 
been ſpiritually convinced of fin, of original ſin, 
of the ſin of unbelief or of unrighteouſneſs, they 
would have known that conviction for fin was 
the work of God's Spirit ; they would have known 
that neither the hearing nor reading the word 


1 


(however attentive or ſerious we may be) will in 
the leaſt be either pleaſant or delightful, profita- 
ble or inſtructive, unleſs the word is attended 
with power to the heart. If this be fo, as it re- 
ſpeAs the ſubjects of divine grace, whoſe minds 
have, at any time, been enlightened to ſee and 
whoſe hearts have, at any time, been opened to 
receive the word of eternal life, who ſometimes 
can hear and read with pleaſure, and find the 
word come home with power, and accompanied 
with light and knowledge ; but, at other times 
no light, no life, no ſweet enjoyment, nothing 
but mourning and lamenting their deadneſs, and 


„ ſtupidity, 
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ſtupidity, and inſenſibility, nothing but crying 
my Jeanneſs, my leanneſs. I ſay if this be fo, as 
it reſpects the ſubjects of divine Grace, how 
ſhocking muſt it be to hear a man, who aſſumes 
the miniſterial name and character, in this man- 
ner deceive ſouls, by ſaying, © Read your Bibles 
but ſeriouſly, &c. &c.“ making no diſtinction 
between believers or unbelievers ; no, nor once 


directing them to aſk of God that he would 
give them his Holy Spirit, 


So far from ſhewing us that man can do no- 
thing that is good of himſelf, we are taught that 
he can, if he will. He can underſtand the Scrip- 
tures if he wil; there is no want of Power, 
there is nothing wanting but a Will. And in 
order to maintain this doctrine they have invent- 
ed a curious diſtinction between natural abili- 
ty, and moral inability. Theſe theological jug- 
glers play with this diſtinction as it were with 
hocus focus. And, by this kind of legerde- 
main, they can play with every text in Scripture 
which ſpeaks of man's inability ſince the fall, to 
do any thing that is good. For they tell us that 
man's cannot N only from his will- not; that 

0 : | he 
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he has natural ability; and the Scriptures only 


ſpeak of his moral inability. He could, ſay they, 
if he would. I do not wonder that a fimple 
child of God, giving way to a reaſoning ſpirit, 
and following ſuch wiſe diſputers, in ſuch nice 
diſtinctions, ſhould be loſt in a maze of error, and 
be diſtracted with ſuch intricate enquiries, till 
the Lord is pleaſed to reſtore his ſoul, and bring 
him again into the ftrait but narrow way. 
For my own part I am well convinced that man's 
want of will ariſes from his want of power ; that 
his cill-uot ſprings from his cannot, becauſe as 
being by nature dead in fin, it is impoſſible he 
ſhould vl] till he has received ower. And in this 
I am confirmed by what St. Paul ſays, Eph. iv, 18, 


Alienated through ignorance. 


p 


Alienation reſpects the eſtrangement of the 


will ; and, as ignorance implies the want of 


power, therefore the eſtrangement of the will 
ariſes from want of power. Thus the enmity of 


' the carnal mind arifes from the want of ſpiritual 
knowledge and ſpiritual diſcernment of God's 


mercy, truth and love, as manifeſted in man's 


ſalvation ; and nothing can ſlay that enmity but 
| a view 


5 


a view of my own perſonal intereſt in Jzsvs 
Cuxisr. A man naturally blind cannot dif- 


tinguiſh colours; and a man ſpiritually blind, 
cannot diſtinguiſh the precious truths contained 
in the word of God. Hold a looking-glaſs be- 
fore one who can ſee, and he will diſcerh the 
features of his face ; but hold the fame looking- 
glaſs before one who 1s blind, he cannot diſcern 
thereby what manner of man he is. So likewiſe 
a man ſpiritually blind, as we all are by nature, 
cannot ſee himſelf in the glaſs of God's moſt 
holy word. But when the eyes of his under- 
ſtanding are enlightened, then he can diſcover 
ſomething of his own likeneſs, and ſee ſome- 
thing into the true meaning of the word, but 
even he who ſees the cleareſt, ſees but darkly: he 
who knows moſt, knows but little; I know 
but ia fart, ſays St. Paul: So then we can ſee no 
further-than the Lord is pleaſed to ſhew us; and 
we can learn uo faſter than God is pleaſed to 
teach us. Let every man ſpeak as he feels ; 
let them who think they have this power con- 
tend earneſtly for that which they conceive 
themſelves to be poſſeſſed of: But at their peril 

C2 let 
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let them neglect it, or forbear to make uſe of it. 
I once contended for free-will, free-agency, and 
man's merit, as ſtrenuouſly as they can do; but 
bleſſed be God for his diſcriminating grace, who 
hath turned my comelineſs into corruption, who 
has given me to feel that the light which was in 
me was darkneſs, as to all divine truths ; and 
that it is only in his light that we ſee light. 
Though the light ſhineth in darkneſs, the dark- 
neſs comprehendeth it not. A blind man can 
ſee no better by day than by night ; though the 
ſun may ſhine ever ſo bright. 


This is one way of ſetting aſide the neceſſity 
of the Spirit's work, by inſiſting on the natural 
power of man, of himſelf, to underſtand the 
Scriptures, without any ſupernatural and ſpiri- 
tual illumination or application. But as man 
is for ever finding ſome new invention, in order 
to darken the divine counſels; ſo there is another 
way by which the work and office of the Spirit 
is ſuperſeded, and its evidence may be conſider- 
ed as altogether needleſs; and that is by calling 
the Word, the Spirit, and this opinion is implied 


in 


V 
( 22 ) 

in this title“ The Goſpel its Own Evidence.” 
There is likewiſe another expreſſion in this book 
which ſeems to favour this opinion, that the 
Word is the Spirit; for, page 24, he ſays, the 
* Spirit which the Scriptures inſpire, is favour- | 
able to divine worſhip.” We are expreſsly told, 
that thoſe holy men who wrote the Scriptures, 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and that the 
Scriptures were given by inſpiration : we are 
likewiſe told that the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he 
know them; becauſe they are ſfrritually diſcerned: 
but where are we told of the Spirit which the 
Scriptures inſpire ? In the work of regeneration 
I conſider the word of God to be the ſeed of 
eternal life: this is received in the heart by the 
quickening power of the Holy Ghoſt ; and there- 
by Chriſt is formed in the heart, and a new 
creation actually takes place. The ſoul is en- 
dued with new powers, is preſented with new 
proſpetts, and is engaged in new purſuits. 


In and by the work of regeneration the ſoul, 
receives a ſpirit, temper or diſpoſition, nat only 
favourable to divine worſhip, but a ſpirit of 
devotion ; for the ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 


tion 


(as) 


tion is poured into it. The renewed ſoul, ac» 
cording to the effectually working of the Holy 
Spirit, muſt delight itſelf in God ; muſt be athirſt 
for God, and panting for communion with him. 
Where, I would aſk, is perſonality, agency, and 
the power of operation aſcribed to the Scrip- 
tures, or the written word. It may, perhaps, | 
be ſaid that in St. John's Goſpel, our Lord ſays, 
The words that I ſheak unto you they are & iris and 
they are Life ;—but ſuppoſe the words Spirit and 
Life ſhould imply perſonality, agency, or the 
power of operation ; nevertheleſs thoſe words 
can apply only to the words which Chriſt him- 
ſelf ſpoke with divine authority ; thereby com- 
municating life to the ſubjects of grace. By 
what conſtruction can they apply to the written 
word? What ground, I would aſk, is there for 
any ſuch conſtruction; or even for applying them 
to any other words than thoſe ſpoken by our 
Lord himſelf ? The word of God is ſpoken of 
in different points of view ; ſuch as, The eternal 
and effential word ; and 1s applyed to Chriſt as 
God. The word was with God, and the word was 
God. We read of the incarnate word, which 
is applied to Chriſt as God and man. The word 


WAS 


5 


was made fleſh and dwelt among 15. There is the 
in-dwelling word, which 1s received in the heart, 
as that, incorrufitible ſeed which. livetli and abideth 
for ever. There is likewiſe the word of God, 
as it is either noten, or written ; and is therefore 
to be conſidered, either as a refort, or as a record. 
This record or this report, is the medium or 
means of information by which the ſpirit works ; 
in this ſenſe it is called a ſword, being compared 
to one.—St. Paul ſays, The Sword of the Sfirit 
tlie Word pf God.” It is the word which the 
Spirit of God makes uſe of; but ſurely the 
ſword of the Spirit is no more the ſpirit, than 
the ſword can be the hand that ſtrikes with it. 
St. John ſays, this is the record, z. e. This is 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the written word, 
Tat God hath given unto us Eternal Life,” but 
then he adds, This Life is in the Son.” Though 
the record informs us of this eternal life, yet 
the record is not the life. It may be aſked, What 
did our Lord mean when he faid, © The Words 
which I ſheak unto you they are Sirit, aud they are 

Life.” He plainly intended to ſhew the differ- 

ence between the words ſpoken by him, and it 
may be the very ſame words ſpoken by others. 


The 


! 
The words ſpoken by him are not mere names, 
uſed as mere expreſſions, or ſounds; not mere 
ligns nor ſymbols, which are uſed only as exter- 
nal or carnal repreſentations ; but they are the 
thing itſelf, they are the {#irit and not the leiter. 
They are not merely the report of life, but they 
are life ; and do convey life into the ſoul. 
It ſeems as if our Lord ſhould ſay, others may 
ſpeak of the bleſſings, but with the word, as it 
proceeds with power from me, the bleſſing 
itſelf is communicated and conveyed into the 
foul. The ſame words when ſpoken by others, 
are only ſhadows, but ſpoken by me they are 
ſubſtance. Hence I infer, that in preaching we 
may ſpeak of bleſſings as they are ſet forth in 
the very words of Scripture : but unleſs the Spi- 
rit attends thoſe words with divine power, no- 
thing is felt; there is no ſenſe of their worth and 
value, of their grace and influence. Therefore, 
ſays our Lord, it is the Spirit that quickeneth; 
the fleſh profiteth nothing. From hence like- 
1 infer, that all ordinances when only adminiſter- 


ed by man are carnal, and, as ſuch, they profit not. 
The fe profiteth nothing (ſays our Lord): But when 
the ordinances of God's appointment are ad- 

miniſtered 


( 28 ] 
miniſtered and received under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, then they are ſpiritual, as ſuch 
profitable. Then we ſee his goings in his ſanc- 
tuary, and cry out, How beautiful are thy ta- 

Sernacles, O Lord of Hoſts. | 


If the Word bs the Spirit ; if perſonality, life, 
agency, and the power of operation may be ſo 
aſcribed to the Scriptures as if they could in- 
ſpire a ſpirit favourable to divine worſhip ; 1 
would aſk, Why che ſame cauſe does not always 
produce the ſame effect, upon the ſame ſubject, 
under the ſame circumſtances? Why the ſame 
man is not always affected in the ſame manner, 
by reading the ſame Scriptures ? It may, per- 
haps, be anſwered, that he may not be equally 
diligent, equally earneſt, or equally ſerious. I 
appeal to thoſe who know any thing experimen- 
tally of the grace of God—who have felt the 
word brought home with power to their hearts 
who really know what it is to have he ſecret 
ſtrings of ſenſibility touched; in the hearing or 
reading of the Holy Scriptures ; ; Whether it be 
ſo with them? Whether they always enjoy the 
ſame light, and life, and love, and liberty when 

D they 
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they hear and read ? nay, Whether they have not 
found their minds more inſenſible when they have 
been moſt earneſt and moſt attentive? As far as 
my teſtimony is of any weight, I can truly ſay, 
that I have taken up my Bible with the moſt fixed 
attention, and the moſt earneſt defire to under- 


ſtand its meaning. I have endeavoured, as ſeri- 
ouſly as ever man did, to compare ſpiritual things 
with ſpiritual, but all to no purpoſe - T could nei- 
ther ſee nor feel ſpiritually ; at other times, when 
have been walking in the ſtreets, in company and 
converſation, or when at my meals, I have had 
ſuch ſweet views of the Scriptures, in their di- 
vine harmony, their perfect conſiſtency, and ſuch 
an inſight into the hidden myſteries contained in 
them, that I have been loſt in wonder and a- 
mazement. I can ſay that I never got one grain 
of ſpiritual knowledge and experience by hunt- 

ing ; all that ever I have gained has been brought 


me; and I doubt not by the Lord my God, for 


I have found it like Jacob's ſavory meat; it was 
brought with power ; the Spirit gave teſtimony 
to the word; I felt that force which brought 
conviction with it. There is not a truth for which 


nov contend, but I know the time when, the 
place 


(. 27 ) : 


place where, and the manner how, that truth 
was firſt applied to my heart, and received in 
love. As face anſwers to face in a glaſs, ſo I 
know there are many others who can ſay the 
ſame thing ; and that, in this reſpe&, their ex- 
perience is the ſame as mine: but as to thoſe 
who are yet carnal and unconverted, who have 
only a literal knowledge of the Scriptures, whoſe 
wiſdom is earthly, who ſay they ſee, but never 
yet knew that they were blind ; and conſequent- 
ly never could have known what it has been to 
have had the eyes of their mind enlightened, 
never could have felt the wondrous effect of the 
Lord's eye-ſalve, and that heavenly anointing 
which teacheth the differenge between truth and 
error; however ſuch as theſe may intrude into 
things which they have not ſeen, vainly puffed _ 
with their fleſhly mind, with ſelf- conceit, and 
ſelf-ſufficiency, yet it is impoſſible that they 
ſhould form any judgment of the conflicts or 
comforts of thoſe who have been effectually cal- 
led by grace. He who is ſpiritual judgeth all 
things, yet he himſelf is judged of no man; 
he knows what man is in a ſtate of nature, be- 
cauſe he was once in that ſtate himſelf : but a 


DD 2 . man 
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man who is in a ſtate of nature, can know na 
thing of the experience of him who is in a ſtate of 
grace ; therefore, what ſuch men may think of 
me, or ſay of me, gives me but very little con- 
cern indeed. For the ſpirit or diſpoſition which 
the Spirit of God inſpires into the ſoul, in and 
by his regenerating influence, is not only a ſpirit 
favourable to devotion, but is a ſpirit of devo- 
tion, by which we become devoted to God, and 
are enabled ſo to ſanctify the Lord God in our 
hearts, as to make him our fear, and him our 
dread.— It is not only a ſpirit favourable to di- 


vine worſhip, but is that ſpirit of grace and ſup- 
plication, without which all the outward forms 
of godlineſs and all thpſe ſervices and ceremonies 
which are CALLED divine worſhip, are nothing 
more than ſolemn mockery, and the ſacrifices of 
fools, who do not conſider that they are doing evil, 
worſhipping they know not what, being altoge+ 
ther carnal and ſenſual. 


Tt may perhaps be ſaid, that Mr. Fuller ſome- 
times makes mention of the Spirit, and from 
thence they would conclude, that he neither de- 
nies his perſonality, work and office, nor yet 

| | holds 


le 


29 


holds the Spirit to be the Word. That conclu- 
fion does by no means follow: we are told to 
try the ſpirits, whether they be of God. If what 
Mr. Fuller ſays of man's power, or natural abi- 
lity be true, the Spirit's work is needleſs. Read 
over thoſe expreſſions which I have already no- 
ticed The Goſpet Its Own Evidence. —It will 
bring conviftion,” — The Shirit whick the Scrifutures 
inſpire —According to theſe expreſſions is not the 
Word the Spirit? or, do they not aſcribe to 
the written word, the work and office of the 
Spirit? 


Whenever the perſonality, work and office of 
the Spirit is denied or queſtioned by thoſe who 

ſet up for religious characters, and write or 
preach on religious ſubjects, we may depend up- 
on it, that the Scriptures will be literally fulfil- 
led in them, * they ſhall wax worſe and worſe,” they 
iſm to another; from Ar- 
minianiſm to Arianiſm; from Arianiſm to Soci- 


ſhall go from one 


nianiſm ; and the next ſtep is Scepticiſm, Deiſm 
and at laſt Deviliſm. If the work of the Spirit 
be denied in calling; the work of the Father will 
next be denied in chooſeng ; till at laſt the Son's 

work, 
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man who is in a ſtate of nature, can know na 
thing of the experience of him who is in a ſtate of 
grace; therefore, what ſuch men may think of 
me, or ſay of me, gives me but very little con- 
cern indeed. For the ſpirit or diſpoſition which 
the Spirit of God inſpires into the ſoul, in and 
by his regenerating influence, 1s not only a ſpirit 
favourable to devotion, but is a ſpirit of devo- 
tion, by which we become devoted to God, and 
are enabled ſo to ſanctify the Lord God in our 
hearts, as to make him our fear, and him our 
dread.— It is not only a ſpirit favourable to di- 
vine worſhip, but is that ſpirit of grace and ſup- 
plication, without which all/ the outward forms 


of godlineſs and all thoſe ſervices and ceremonies 


which are CALLED divine worſhip, are nothing 


more than ſolemn mockery, and the ſacrifices of 
fools, who do not conſider that they are doing evil, 
worſhipping they know not what, —_ altoge- 
ther carnal and ſenſual. 


Tt may perhaps be ſaid, that Mr. Fuller ſome- 


times makes mention of the Spirit, and from 
. thence they would conclude, that he neither de- 
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holds the Spirit to be the Word. That conclu- 
fion does by no means follow: we are told to 
try the ſpirits, whether they be of God. If what 
Mr. Fuller ſays of man's power, or natural abi- 
lity be true, the Spirit's work is needleſs. Read 


over thoſe expreſſions which I have already no- 
ticed—* The Goſpet Its Own Evidence. It will 
bring conviftion,” — The Spirit whick the Scrifitures 
inſpire — According to theſe expreſſions is not the 
Word the Spirit? or, do they not aſcribe to 
the written word, the work and office of the 
Spirit? 


Whenever the perſonality, work and office of 
the Spirit is denied or queſtioned by thoſe who 
ſet up for religious characters, and write or 
preach on religious ſubjects, we may depend up- 
on it, that the Scriptures will be literally fulfil 


led in them, © they hall wax worſe and worſe,” they 


ſhall go from one iſm to another; from Ar- 


minianiſm to Arianiſm; from Arianiſm to Soci- 
nianiſm ; and the next ſtep is Scepticiſm, Deiſm 
and at laſt Deviliſm. If the work of the Spirit 
be denied in calling ; the work of the Father will 
next be denied in cg; till at laſt the Son's 


work, 


LY 
workcboth as to his imputed righteouſneſs, and his 


atoning blood, will be abſolutely denied. I have 


known many inſtances of this; and am ſure that 


there are many in the high road to infidelity,who 
are not aware of the nature and tendency of thoſe 
principles which they ſo much admire, as being 
o holy, yet ſo moderate, and ſo rational, but 
which I will venture to 1 cartbly,ſen- 
ſual and deviliſh, 


Ho can the docirine of election be maintain- 
ed, if it is the duty of all men to believe, where 
the Goſpel comes? If ſo then all muſt be elect, 
and Chriſt muſt have died for all, wherever the 
Goſpel comes; otherwiſe it will be the duty of 


 fome to believe a lie. Mark the progreſs of in- 


fidelity ; obſerve that crooked ſerpent ; ſome- 
times he hides his head, ſometimes he wriggles, 
wands and twiſts, and tries to inſinuate himſelf 
with all the ſubtilty of a ſerpent ; but the mo- 
ment grace appears, his flaming eye balls roll— 
he ſhoots his arrows ; darts his forky tongue, and 
hifles with indignant rage. This is an old grudge ; 
it began in the garden, from the time that God 
ſaid I will put enmity between her ſeed and 

thy 


( 4 } 
thy ſeed This quarrel ſhall never be made up 


as long as there are two ſeeds in the world; its 
will be found true, He that is born after the 
fleſh will perſecute him that is born after the mi. 
How can it be otherwiſe ? the Lord's controverſy: 
muſt go on, and the word of life will ever FRO 


the ſword of ſtrife, G AM 


There is one expreſſion in this book which con- 
firms my ſuſpicion, that as ſoon as ever his 
friends and admirers are ſufficiently prepared to 
receive the finiſhing ſtroke, the doctrine of atone- 
ment will next be called in queſtion. In this 
book there is one perverſion of Scripture for 
which I cannot account, unleſs it be from a fix+ 


ed deſign (as occaſion offers) to turn the eye from 
Chriſt. Speaking of the Jews, he ſays, In THEM 
Aal! all nations of the earth be bleſſed. How differ- 
ently is this paſſage explained by the Apoſtle 
Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Galatians! What 


ſtreſs does the Apoſtle-lay upon the word ſeed, as 
being in the ſingular number! He ſays not of 
ſeeds, as of many, but of ſeed, as of one, and 
that ſeed is Chriſt. —To them that believe, we 


know that the very name of Chriſt is precious; 
but 
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( 32 ) 
but to them who believe not, he is a fone of fiumbling 
and a rock of, offence. Tt is not therefore to be 
wondered at, if the one ſhould be looking for 
Jeſus whenever they read their bibles, always 
rejoicing to ſee his dear name, whether expreſſed 


or implied; but others who ſee nothing in 
him wherefore they ſhould defire him, had ra- 


ther look to any thing elfe than to him. 


Was J to introduce to you a ſuppoſed charac- 
ter, it would be application alone that would 
make it real ; till ſome one takes it to himſelf 
it is all ideal. 1 would fuppoſe ſome wiſe diſ- 
puter, who had once been at the top of a profeſ- 
fion, high in doQrines; but who never had re- 
ceived grace, at laſt determined to give it all up, 
and to clear his character from the charge of bi- 
gotry and enthuſiaſm, reſolved likewiſe to bring 
back with him as many as he could, and deliver 
them from their old ſuperſtition : it certainly 
would not anſwer his purpoſe to throw off the | 
maſk at once ; he muſt begin at firſt with drop 
ping a few hints, ſowing a few doubts, introdu- 
cing ſome new ſcheme, and by all means encou- 
raging a reaſoning ſpirit. I would ſuppoſe that 

he 


( 3s ) 
he has hitherto ſucceeded beyond his moſt ſan- 
guine expedctation; he is looked up to by his 
followers as a maſterpiece for ſound reaſoning, 


clear judgment, and deep penetration. Never- 
theleſs he is ſtill doubtful how far his followers 
may be prepared wholly to give up their former 
ſuperſtition. For though his ſceptical pills may 
have operated ſo powerfully upon ſome, that 
they are entirely gone over to the ſtandard of So- 
nus; yet there are others on whom they work 
but ſlowly. For though that enthuſiaſtic fever, 
called godly zeal, may in ſome meaſure be aba- 
ted; though they are not ſo contracted and hide- 
bound, by partiality to certain notions, which, 
by ſome are called love to the truth, yet ſtill as a 
prudent man he acts with caution, he ſtill finds it 
neceflary to mix up his ſcepticiſm with a pro- 
portion of revealed truth ; and not only to mix 
theſe well together, but to wrap them up ſo as to 
diſguiſe them, and then he takes care that the 
pills be not too large, nor adminiſtered with toa 
much haſte. 


Does Mr. Fulter deny the doctrine of atone- 
ment? It may be that many, who at preſent ad- 
E 5 mire 
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mire his ſcheme, and ſeem to receive his prinet» 
ples, -would ſhudder at the thought, and cry 
out God forbid | If I thought ſo I would never 
read his books again. He does not indeed deny, 
in ſo many words, the doQtrine of election; yet he 
does fay that it is the duty of all men to believe. 
Let him reconcile that with the doctrine of 
election if he can. He does not at preſent, in 
ſo many words, deny the doctrine of atonement. 
He only tells us, page 260, © I never could per- 
e ceive any clear or determinate idea conveyed 
« by the term purchaſe in this connection;“ 
again, If the ſalvation of ſinners had been a 


* commercial tranſaction he might poſſibly, &c, 
as | 


Who ean ſay that Mr. Fuller denies the doc- 
trine of atonement ? He only ſays, He never 
could perceive any clear or determinate idea, 
conveyed by the term purchaſe, in this connec- 
tion. For once I verily believe that he ſpeaks 
truth'; and that he never could perceive the 
meaning of the word purchaſe, in this connec- 
tion, as applied to Chriſt and his Church. But 
*becauſe Mr, Fuller never could perceive the 


meaning 


C35 


meaning of the word purchaſe, does it follow 
that others may not—ls it not a Scriptural ex- 
preſſion ?—lIs not the church a purchaſed pof- 
ſeſſion ?—Does not Paul charge the elders of 
the church of Epheſus, to feed the church of 
God which he had purchaſed with his own 
blood? Are not believers ſaid to be bought 
with a price? If the word purchaſe be a Scrip- 
tural expreſſion, none but an infidel will ſay, 
that it conveys no clear and determinate idea. 
It is true, Mr. Fuller may not perceive it, but 
if he denies it to have a clear or determinate 
meaning, he then is going over to Tom Payne, 
before he himſelf may be aware. | 


If the ſalvation of ſinners had been a commer- 
cial tranſaction, then Mr. Fuller ſeems to ad- 
mit that it might poſſibly be fo. Is not the 
ſalvation of ſinners then a commercial tranſac- 
tion? What is a covenant, bargain, or contract, 
but a commercial tranſaction? What are bonds 
and bondſmen ? What are debts and debtors ? 
What are payments and receipts, but commer- 
cial tranſactions? In order that we may have 
ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge, 

E 2 to 
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to lay hold of the hope ſet before us, ſalvation 
is ſet forth in different points of view ; and we 


rejoice in conſidering it as a commercial tranſ- 
action ; concluding from thence, that Chriſt muſt 
have his bargain, which has been dearly bought, 
and honeſtly paid for, even to the laſt farthing. 
We are not our own, but bought with a price; 
This is the triumphant language of thoſe heaven- 
born and blood · bought ſouls, who believe in Je- 
ſus, and receive his mark, the impreſt image of 
his grace, caſt in the Goſpel mould, and ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit ; whereby they are conform- 
ed to Jeſus, and changed into the ſame image, 
from glory to glory. 


It may perhaps be thought that Mr. Fuller's 
controverſy with the Socinians of the preſent 
day, is ſufficient to clear him from every ſuſpi- 
cion of leaning to their principles, and ſufficient 
likewiſe to clear his principles from the leaſt 
tendency to their's. But of this I am convinced, 
that there is no end to reaſoning about the 
Truths of God, as revealed in his word, or about 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus. For, till the truths 
of God, as revealed in his word, or the truth, 


Vo 


as 


© = 


as it is in Jeſus, is received in the heart, with 
divine power and evidence from the Holy Spi- 
rit—there can be no true knowledge, as arifing 
from conviction, as to their true meaning, worth, 
or influence. The wiſe diſputers of this world 
may 90 on without end to multiply arguments, 
raiſe new objections, and invent new diſtinctions. 
Plato may reaſon well: yet after all, the proud 
reaſoner, weary of conjectures, and loſt in a 


maze of reaſoning, ſinks into deſpair, and falls 
upon his ſword. 


I have reaſoned with myſelf on the authenti- 
city of the Scriptures, and the being of a God, 
till I have been diſtracted, and overwhelmed 
with horror. And fince the Lord has been 
pleaſed, in any meaſure, to enlighten my under- 
ſtanding—to ſeal his truth upon my heart—and 
has given me to taſte and feel his love, I never 
found myſelf betrayed into a reaſoning ſpirit, 
without ſuffering loſs, and experiencing ſenſible 
deadneſs and darkneſs in my own ſoul. I bear 
my teſtimony to what I have experienced, and 
this teſtimony correſponds with the Word of 
God. Let me have nothing to do with mere 


conjectures 
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cenjectures or vain ſuppoſitions, with probabili- 


ties and plauſibilities, with the reaſon and fit - 
neſs of things, according to which it may be, or 
it may not be; far be it from me ever to enquire 
How theſe things can be—The language of faith, 
as it reſpects the Goſpel of the grace of God, 
and the bleſſings contained therein, is this, 
«* Theſe things are ſo,” —Will any aſk"me,. How 
do you know that theſe things are ſo? I an- 
fwer, not by the force of argument, but by 
ſuch a ſenfible impreſſion, and ſuch a powerful 
application to my pwn ſoul, as ſcattered for the 
| time every reaſoning ſcruple, filenced all the ob- 
jections of my unbelieving heart, and carried 
fuch conviction with it, as not only proved the 
truths -received to be the truths of God ; but 
likewiſe, that the Power with which they were 
attended was nothing leſs than the great power 


of God. 


The truths of God, thus applied and ſpiritually 
diſcerned, are then, and not till then, known as 
to the reality, either of their exiftence, or their 


excellence; then, and not till then their glory 
is 


33 
is unveiled, their meaning is underſtood, and 
their influence is felt. | 


The church of Chriſt has no eſtabliſhment in 
the world but what it receives immediately 
from God himſelf, by the alone agency of the 
Spirit—ſo likewiſe all true religion, and all vital 
godlineſs has no eſtabliſhment in the heart, but 
what it receives from the ſame Spirit, 


| Whoever attempts, in the cauſe of God 
and truth, to meet the reaſoner upon reaſoning 
ground, does thereby betray the cauſe, tho' not 
intentionally ; by making it a ſubjeCt of doubt» 
ful diſputation, inſtead of appealing to facts, and 
reſting the ſucceſs upon the Lord's preſence and 
ſovereign bleſſing, promiſed to all who are enga- 
ged in his work and ſervice. | 


Upon this ground I object, not only to the par- 
ticular expreſſions I have noticed in this Letter, 
but to the main of Mr. Fuller's principles, as 
tending to ſuperſede the work and office of the 
Spirit; which muſt be altogether unneceſſary if 
the natural man has any power (natural or moral, 
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let them call ĩt what they pleaſe) to believe or re- 
pent, or to perform any action really good ; nay; 
the believer in Jeſus, who, like Paul, glories in his 
infirmities, will readily acknowledge that he can- 
not ſpeak one good word, or think one good 
thought, but as he is immediately inſpired and in- 
fluenced by the Holy Spirit : for this crowns all. 
Finis coronat ofrus. This reſtores the ſoul—this 


forms the man anew—this unfolds the ſecrets of 


the ſacred page—this ſeals the truth, and ſets it 
home upon the heart, the pledge and proof of 
dying love—the earneſt of that inheritance which 
is incorrufutible, undefiled, and fadeth not away; but is 
reſerved in heaven for thoſe who are kept by the 
power of God thro' faith unto ſalvation. 


. 


. Is Chriſt the wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifica- 


tion, and redemption of his people? It is by the 
Spirit's work that he is made ſo to me. For it is 
by that alone that I can only know him as ſuch. 
Whatever Chriſt may be in himſelf, whatever he 
may be to others, whatever he may be to me, in 
the ſecret purpoſe of God, it is impoſſible that 
I ſhould feel the bleſſing, or be made ſenſible of 
the benefits, till he is made ſo to me—till I am 
; | enabled 


FL} - 
enabled to apprehend him as ſuch and to lay 
hold of him for myſelf. 


There is no medium between right and wrong, 
between truth and a lie, between true and falſe 
religion. There are many religions, ſo called in 
the world, various ſects and parties, various 
ſentiments and opinions, creeds, or * 


— 


faith, modes and forms of worſhip. There is but 
one faith in the fight of God. There is but one 
faith that will do us any good, and That can only 
be aſcribed to the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the 


working of his mighty power, which he wrought 
in Chriſt Jeſus, when he raiſed him from the dead. 


It may perhaps be thought preſumptuous to 
make objection to a publication ſo highly extol- 
led and ſo ſtrongly recommended by the Review- 
ers in the Evangelical Magazine for February 
1800. That ſanftion no doubt will have its 
weight with ſome but not with all. That Ma- 
gazine may well be called LEOGIOx, for they are 
many, who are concerned in carrying on and pro- 


moting its circulation. In the liſt of its dire&- 
Ws ors 


— * — 
— — — 
* 
- 


2A _ „ Bnet ts + OS - Su nes 
_— , — I. DST 8 


„3 


Das »- — * 3 4 5 bet 7 * 
— T 
* - bo — — 
— = _> —— IT} - * — 
— * = — =— 7 2 » 
EIS EEG” - I BALTES = 


— 


— 9 
— * — 4 2 - 


— — — ——— 


r 


2888 > : 
= x2 JETX.. 2. 


- 4 _ _- 
*＋ o 
# 'Y RE. 2 = F = 


* 
— — = 
— * 


—  - 
— 


— 
— 


- — = - 
— — iD. 2 * — * 8 2 L — 
— — — - 22 — — — 


— 


2 * "y 7 o - * 2 
E EEEY 8 


o l — 
— : = - 
- LA. — 
- 4% r 
1 — 


— 


2 * 8 
* —— 2 


\ 
( 42 ) 
ors, you will find that Mr. Fuller is one of the 
confederacy. Can it be ſuppoſed that he would 
not recommend his own performances. If a con- 
federacy or a kingdom, (as our Lord ſays) be di- 
vided againſt itſelf, it cannot ſtand. But there 
is one charge I muſt bring againſt thoſe who con- 
duct that Magazine, that though they contend 
for the law as a rule for life and conduct, yet 
they do not make it a rule for themſelves to be 
ruled by it. The law ſays, Thou ſhalt not bear 


falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour.” In the Evang. 


Mag. Suſiſile. for 1799, page 555, they have in a 


moſt bare-faced manner mis-repreſented a Sermon 


I had publiſhed on the Difference between true and 


falſe Holineſs. They have been charged with this 


mis- repreſentation not only by myſelf in the pre- 
face to another Sermon, but by the reviewers in 
the Goſpel Mag. Feb. 1799, page 75. Of theſe 
charges they have taken no notice either by mak- 
ing conceſſion or by defending what they had 
ſaid - but the mis-repreſentation ſtill ſtands as it 
was, and therefore they belong to that company 
of Prieſts, of whom the Prophet Hoſea ſpeaks, 
1 hey murder by conſent ; for what is ſuch Defama- 


tion but aſſaſſination, for though it may not im- 


mediately 
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mediately injure a man's perſon or property, yet 
ultimately it may affect both, in as much as it af- 
fefts his character. But this device has been 
practiſed in all Ages Refhort, ſay they, and we'll 
reſtort it.” But what ſays the Lord © No Weapon 
that is formed againſt thee ſhall firoſpier,” (in the end, 
it may for a time;) And every tongue that ſhall riſe 
againſt thee in judgment thou ſhalt condemn. This is 
the heritage of the ſervants of the Lord; and their 
Righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord. 


Dear Madam, I ſhall now conclude theſe re- 
marks with ſaying, have faith for yourſelf ; be ſa- 
tisfied for yourſelf, about the ſtate of your own 
ſoul; what Mr. Fuller's opinions or principles may 
be, or what may be the opinion and principles 
of ſuch a worm as myſelf, does by no means 
affect this moſt intereſting and important queſ- 
tion Hoto does it tand betwixt God and your own 
Soul? We muſt die alone. What will ſupport us in 
our dying moments? Nothing, but that well 
grounded and ſtedfaſt faith in Jeſus, which alone 
can maintain the rejoicing of our hope firm unto 
the end; which hope, like an anchor ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, lays hold of that which is within the 


veil. 


T9 * 
veil. White one cries ere and another tries 
io tiere may God direct your heart and mine ; 
more and more into the loye of Chriſt. To this 
end I commend you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which is able (as that God ſhall bleſs 
it to your heart) to build you up in your moſt 


holy faith, by enabling you to read therein a juſt 
claim and a clear title to a joint inheritance 
among all thoſe who are ſanctifed, DAY; n in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Lu . 


Your's to ſerve in the Goſpel, 


JOHN BRADFORD, 


FI. 


W. 


FINIS. 
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7 J. ADLARD, PRINTER, DUKE-STREET, SMITHFIELD. - 
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